
F.O.S.T.A. have received an e-mail from Saint-Gobain which is reproduced here…. 

Saint-Gobain and Strawsons Property (Omnivale Limited) have recently entered into a joint 
agreement to bring forward the regeneration of the 200 hectare former industrial 
site.  Saint-Gobain’s and Strawsons Property ownership extends to approximately 48ha and 
is concentrated in the western area of the site with the majority of the remaining land 
controlled by the Chatsworth Estate.  (Site map illustrating landholding included) 

Chesterfield Borough Council (CBC) recognises the need for the regeneration of the area, 
and has identified the site as a strategic priority for development in its Core Strategy 
(2013).  Over the last four years we have held a series of discussions with interested parties 
and stakeholders including the Chatsworth Estate and CBC regarding how the future 
regeneration of the site is best achieved.  

Last year Saint-Gobain and Strawsons Property made the decision to bring forward 
proposals for our landholding for a predominantly residential scheme (of circa 550 units 
with ancillary neighbourhood uses).  We strongly believe our plans can be the catalyst for 
further investment in the local area and for the wider regeneration of the Staveley & Rother 
Valley Corridor.  At that time, the Chatsworth Estate chose not to work with us and CBC on 
developing a joint proposal for the entire site. In developing our proposals we have ensured 
that they do not prejudice the future and wider redevelopment of the area although as we 
will explain later in this letter, we are strongly opposed to the idea of coal extraction on the 
site as is being proposed by the Chatsworth Estate. 

Discussions were held between ourselves and CBC to agree the approach and scope of our 
development and following the public consultation event we held in April last year, the 
feedback from the local community on our approach and  proposals has been broadly 
positive.  The event was advertised via community newsletters and followed several 
meetings with local stakeholders, including elected members and the town council.  A 
consultation website (www.staveleyworks-regeneration.com) was set up for members of 
the public to view the proposals and provide us with their feedback. 

Our intention initially was to review the feedback from the consultation event, stakeholders 
meetings and the consultation website with a view to submitting a planning application for 
our landholdings by the end of the year.  This has not been possible due to a number of 
matters.   

Firstly, last year CBC commissioned ATLAS to assist and advise on the delivery of the 
Staveley Regeneration Corridor and the AAP (Area Action Plan).  ATLAS (Advisory Team for 
Large Applications) is an enabling support service delivered on behalf of the Department for 
Communities &  

Local Government through the Homes & Communities Agency.  At that time we agreed with 
the council that it would be preferable to await the outcome of ATLAS’s report before 
submitting a planning application. We understand from the council that ATLAS have now 

http://www.staveleyworks-regeneration.com/


issued their report and that our approach accords with the advice of ATLAS, although to 
date we have not yet seen the report itself. 

Secondly, in April last year the Chatsworth Estate provided more clarity in respect of its 
plans after submitting a scoping opinion to Derbyshire County Council on the possibility of 
extracting coal from its landholdings.  Whilst we respect Chatsworth’s position, we believe 
that it would not be possible to attract housebuilders to develop new homes whilst coal 
extraction was taking place so close by.  We also believe that the detrimental impacts of 
coal extraction on the local area and environment will significantly outweigh any 
commercial or economic benefit. The Chatsworth Estate have also submitted a further 
screening opinion to CBC in December 2014 for a mixed used scheme, which would 
realistically follow extraction of any coal should they pursue that strategy.  Clearly if this 
strategy was adopted it is likely to be between 5-10 years before the Chatsworth element of 
the site could make a positive contribution to the regeneration of the Staveley Corridor.  

We are now in a position to bring forward our proposals and have ensured that our 
proposals do not prejudice the wider area. There are important issues raised during the 
consultation process which we will address in our planning application, including 
infrastructure, traffic, ecology and canal enhancements. Our proposals do not involve any 
coal extraction and there is no extensive remediation required given the works already 
undertaken by us to date to clean the site up. 

We are now intending to progress to the submission of an outline planning application in 
the spring of this year.   It is time critical that we progress our plans to provide that catalyst 
to regenerate the area and whilst doing so maximise market interest in what is still a 
relatively uncertain economic climate. 

 


